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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, November 6, 2019.  Present were 

Eldon F. Moreira, Chairman; Denise R. Reyes, Vice Chairman; and Anthony J. Kinahan, Clerk. 

Also present were David L. Gagne, Town Administrator, and Linda A. Torres, Assistant Town 

Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town 

Hall. 

Also present: 

Victor Flaherty, Chief of Police 

Scott Golder, Treasurer/Collector 

Wayne Parks, Water Superintendent 

Deborah Taylor, GIS Coordinator 

Neil Conley, 376 Walnut Street 

 

Candidates for Police Patrolman: 

James Kundicz, 99 Center Street 

Sean Matthies, 99 Center Street 

 

Chairman Moreira called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Moreira stated that the meeting would be recorded and that some or all parts of the 

meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access along with 

internet feeds and clips which may be used separately from the video of the entire meeting. 

Chairman Moreira recognized the newly elected Mayor of Brockton, Robert Sullivan, and 

requested to send a letter of congratulations. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to send a letter of congratulations to Mayor Sullivan, Ms. Reyes 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira announced the retirement of the Old Colony Planning Councils Executive 

Director, Pat Ciaramella, and the appointment of Mary Waldron as the new Executive Director. 

Chairman Moreira requested to send a letter of congratulations to Ms. Waldron. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to send a letter of congratulations to Ms. Waldron, Mr. Kinahan seconded, 

and so voted unanimously.  

Chairman Moreira stated first on the agenda was Treasurer/Collector Scott Golder – Signing of 

Borrowing Documents. 

Mr. Golder explained that the documents before the Board tonight were the Annual Municipal 

Purpose Loans for short term borrowing. Mr. Golder explained that these items were expected to 

be paid off within the next ten years. 

The Board signed the borrowing documents. 
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Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was ratifying the GIS Coordinator – Deborah 

Taylor. 

Mr. Gagne stated a Screening Committee was formed to hire a GIS Coordinator/IT Network 

Administrator but it was quickly realized that hiring one person for both positions was not 

feasible. Mr. Gagne stated Ms. Torres, Assistant Town Administrator/HR Director headed the 

Committee and vetted the applications, bringing them down to a manageable number, and 

interviewed 8 individuals. Mr. Gagne stated the Screening Committee then determined the best 

two candidates who were then interviewed by Mr. Gagne himself. Mr. Gagne stated he 

determined that Ms. Taylor was the best candidate for the GIS Coordinator position. Mr. Gagne 

stated Ms. Taylor currently works part time for the Town’s Water Department doing GIS, 

providing her firsthand experience. Mr. Gagne stated he was looking for the Board to ratify Ms. 

Taylor’s one-year contract with a six-month probationary period. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to ratify Ms. Taylor’s contract, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda were the Police Patrolman Interviews. 

Mr. Kundicz entered the room and introduced himself to the Board. 

Chairman Moreira asked Mr. Kundicz why he wanted to be a police officer in West Bridgewater. 

Mr. Kundicz stated he currently is a MBTA Police Officer and feels as though being a police 

officer in West Bridgewater would offer him the opportunity to do more community policing 

which is what he enjoys most, and is lacking at his current job. 

Chairman Moreira asked Mr. Kundicz if he spoke any other languages and what he would do if 

he encountered an individual who did not speak English. 

Mr. Kundicz stated he does not speak any other languages and would contact the station and try 

to get another officer who may be able to better communicate with the individual. Mr. Kundicz 

stated he could also call local departments for help or even use the translation hotline. 

Ms. Reyes asked Mr. Kundicz to tell the Board about his military experience. 

Mr. Kundicz stated he has been a Truck Driver in the Army National Guard since 2012 and has 

completed one tour to the Middle East. Mr. Kundicz stated the Military has given him a lot of 

structure in life. 

Mr. Kinahan asked if the Board were to ask Mr. Kundicz’s boss a few things he could improve 

on what would they say? 

Mr. Kundicz stated he likes to take charge in situations but his boss would probably like for him 

to call for a supervisor more quickly than he does. Mr. Kundicz stated he likes to believe he can 

handle most situations but understands why having another officer around would benefit him. 

Mr. Kinahan asked if it would be a challenge or a benefit to work in the community he grew up 

in. 
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Mr. Kundicz stated he believes it will be a benefit. Mr. Kundicz stated he doesn’t doubt there 

will be challenging times but he would have to handle everything professionally. Mr. Kundicz 

stated he believes working in West Bridgewater would be a great fit for him. 

Chairman Moreira asked if Mr. Kundicz was appointed as a Police Officer when would he be 

able to start. 

Mr. Kundicz stated he would have to speak with his girlfriend and give his current employer 

proper notice.  

Chairman Moreira stated that concluded the interview. 

Mr. Kundicz thanked the Board and exited the meeting room. 

Mr. Matthies entered the meeting room and introduced himself to the Board. 

Chairman Moreira asked Mr. Matthies why he wanted to be a police officer in West 

Bridgewater. 

Mr. Matthies stated he is currently a part time police officer in West Bridgewater and believes 

the department has a great sense of camaraderie. Mr. Matthies stated he also likes how involved 

the Department is with the local community. 

Chairman Moreira asked if Mr. Matthies spoke any other languages and what he would do if he 

encountered an individual who did not speak English. 

Mr. Matthies stated he would call Brockton Police Department for a translator or use the 

translation hotline to help him better communicate with the individual. 

Chairman Moreira asked what Mr. Matthies would change about the West Bridgewater Police 

Department. 

Mr. Matthies stated he would like to be on full time. Mr. Matthies stated he believes it is a great 

department and is extremely happy there and wants to come on full time.  

Mr. Kinahan asked if Mr. Matthies’ boss was to critique him what would he say some of his 

weaknesses are. 

Mr. Matthies stated he works too many hours and takes on too much work by himself. 

Mr. Kinahan stated on Mr. Matthies resume it notes that he is able to remain calm during 

stressful situations and asked him to provide detailed examples. 

Mr. Matthies stated he has worked security details at Barrett’s and remains calm when 

interacting with drunken individuals who have been in altercations. 

Ms. Reyes asked what characteristics does he have that give him strong interpersonal and written 

communication skills. 

Mr. Matthies stated he believes he knows how to talk to people and deescalate situations. Mr. 

Matthies stated he treats people like they are human and it goes a long way. 
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Chairman Moreira asked when Mr. Matthies would be available if hired. 

Mr. Matthies stated he would be able to start full time tomorrow if hired. 

Chairman Moreira stated that concluded the interview. 

Mr. Kundicz entered the meeting room. 

Chief Flaherty handed the Board members a letter of recommendation. Chief Flaherty read the 

letter of recommendation aloud. Chief Flaherty recommended that the Board hire Mr. Kundicz 

for the Police Patrolman position. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept Chief Flaherty’s recommendation and hire Mr. Kundicz as the 

new Police Patrolman, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Kundicz thanked the Board. 

Mr. Matthies, Mr. Kundicz and Chief Flaherty exited the meeting room. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was petitioning Civil Service – Vacancy for a Full 

Time Police Officer. 

Chief Flaherty stated he would like to withdraw his request to petition Civil Service at this time. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of October 2, 

2019. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of October 2, 2019, Ms. Reyes seconded, 

and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was accepting the meeting minutes of October 16, 

2019 for review. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to accept the meeting minutes of October 16, 2019 for review, Mr. Kinahan 

seconded, and so voted unanimously.  

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Site Plan Review for Colbea Convenience 

Store with a Drive up Window and Gas Service Station located at 506 West Center Street. 

Mr. Gagne stated the plan is to demolish the existing building and bring in a new, bigger 

convenience store with a drive through window, which requires a Special Permit. Mr. Gagne 

stated there are no other major changes to the location, it will remain a gas station, however will 

not have a car wash. 

The Board expressed no concerns with the Site Plan Review as presented. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Site Plan review for the expansion of 

existing Self-Storage Yard with Outside Storage located at 359 & 401 Pleasant Street. 
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Mr. Gagne stated there are currently 13 buildings on the property and they are looking to add 13 

more, with 4 additional buildings for vehicle and boat storage. Mr. Gagne stated the Zoning 

Board of Appeals will review the application for a Special Permit. 

The Board expressed no concerns with the Site Plan Review as presented. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was Adam Anderson’s resignation from the Open 

Space and Recreation Committee. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept Mr. Anderson’s resignation and to send him a thank you letter, 

Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously.  

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the 2019 Tri Town Veterans Day Parade being 

held in West Bridgewater on November 11, 2019 at 10 a.m. 

Ms. Reyes requested that the Veterans Day Parade information be displayed on the Transfer 

Station sign. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was announcing the Municipal Building Needs 

Committee Secretary Position which is approximately 20 hours a year and 2 vacancies on the 

Committee. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Committee currently has 5 members but is a 7-member Committee. Mr. 

Gagne explained that Gayle Cippitelli served as the secretary, however she recently resigned 

from the Committee. Mr. Gagne stated he wanted to put the public on notice of the Secretary 

position as well as the 2 Committee vacancies. 

At 7:39 p.m. Chairman Moreira opened the public comment period. 

Mr. Conley stated he would like to see something go out to the residents asking if they would 

like to hold Town Meeting earlier. Mr. Conley stated he sees a lot of residents leave Town 

Meeting early and thought if the meeting stated earlier people may be more apt to stay until the 

end. Mr. Conley stated he would also like to see updates on projects voted on at Town Meeting. 

Mr. Conley suggested posting on Facebook about completed Town projects. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to conduct a survey asking residents what month and time they would 

prefer Town Meeting be held, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Gagne stated he would conduct a survey asking residents if they would like Town Meeting 

to be held in May or June and at either 6 p.m. or 7 p.m. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Municipal Aggregation Program Winter Rate of $.11326 has been 

announced. Mr. Gagne stated National Grid’s Winter Rate just increased to $.13982. Mr. Gagne 

stated letters were recently sent out to those new to Town and residents already participating in 

the program do not have to do anything to continue to participate. Mr. Gagne stated residents 

have the opportunity to opt out of the program and can do so by visiting Direct Energy’s website 

or calling them directly. 
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Mr. Gagne stated the Old Colony Planning Council will be conducting a traffic analysis on River 

Street this month and the results should be in by mid December. 

Mr. Gagne stated a Town Museum sign was recently added to the Town Hall parking lot. Mr. 

Gagne stated the DPW installed the sign and the Historical Society is very pleased with the new 

sign. 

Chairman Moreira stated the installation of sidewalks on Howard Street has started and asked if 

there were plans for installing a traffic signal there as well. 

Mr. Gagne stated a Warrant Article will be prepared for Town Meeting requesting the additional 

funding needed for the traffic signal installation. 

Mr. Kinahan stated he received a video from the Building Inspector, Michael White, showing 

that the access road behind Shaw’s Plaza has been cleaned up. 

Ms. Reyes asked now that the road has been cleaned what measures are being put in place to 

prevent future dumping on the road. 

Mr. Gagne stated he will be meeting with the property owner next week to solidify a plan 

moving forward. 

At 7:53 p.m. Chairman Moreira stated the following “I would entertain a motion to enter into 

executive session not to return to open session, for purposes of conducting a strategy session in 

preparation for contract negotiations with nonunion personnel, specifically the Confidential 

Secretary, since in my opinion as Chair, negotiating in open session would have a detrimental 

effect on the bargaining position of the Town.” 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Moreira, yes; Ms. Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes. 

Open session adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Carroll, Confidential Secretary. 

List of documents in the November 6, 2019 Meeting Packet: 

 Email from Scott Golder re: November 6th Meeting 

o Excel Spreadsheet- Borrowing Breakdown 

o Municipal Purpose Loan Spreadsheet 

 Letter to Deborah Taylor re: Offer Letter-GIS Administrator 

 Police Officer Civil Service Hiring List 

o James Kundicz’s Resume 

o Sean Matthies’ Resume 

 Meeting Minutes of October 2, 2019 

 Meeting Minutes of October 16, 2019 

 Letter from Building Inspector re: Site Plan Review for 506 West Center Street 

o Planning Board Application for Special Permits 

o Project Narrative 
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o Map of Existing Conditions 

o Map of Proposed Plan 

o Map of Existing Signage 

o Map of Proposed Signage 

 Letter from Building Inspector re: Site Plan Review for 359&401 Pleasant Street 

o Zoning Board of Appeals Application for Hearing 

o Project Narrative 

o Map of Existing Conditions 

o Map of Proposed Plan 

 Email from Conservation Agent, John Delano re: Adam Anderson’s Resignation from the 

Open Space and Recreation Committee 

 2019 Tri-Town Veterans Day Commemoration Flyer 

 Municipal Aggregation Informative Mailing 

 Pictures of Town Museum Sign 

 Letter of Recommendation from Chief Flaherty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


